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ANSELM: “I BELIEVE IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND”
by the Very Rev. Sam Candler, Dean of the Cathedral

I write this article on April 21, the day on which The Episcopal Church remembers Saint Anselm of Canterbury. I 
love Anselm! I salute Anselm of Canterbury today! Here’s to St. Anselm and “faith seeking understanding,” which 
is the phrase he used to describe his pursuit of faithful wisdom. In Latin, it is “Fides Quarens Intellectum.”

Like many an archbishop in the 11th Century, Anselm of Canterbury did not always enjoy an easy relationship 
with whomever was the King of England. Those were the relationships (and lack thereof!) which came to define the 
Anglican tradition of Christianity. We are in the state, but not of the state! Anselm was exiled first by King William 
II, in 1097, as they disputed the king’s right to be involved in church matters (a recurring event in the Church in 
England!). Exiled for three years! Then, after William died, Anselm was exiled again, by King Henry I, from 1103-
1106, for the same sorts of reasons.

But it is Anselm’s creative scholarship that I admire (except for his atonement theory, substitutionary atonement, 
which I completely deny). Anselm sought wisdom! Anselm tried to reconcile faith and reason in the Christian life. 
He used the phrase “Fides Quarens Intellectum” to describe that theological work: “Faith Seeking Understanding.” 
The intellect was important to him, but it was important because faith inspired it.

He is known for composing a distinctive and fascinating, if curious, argument for the existence of God, an 
argument that depends upon thought and intellect alone. By defining God as “that than which nothing greater can 
be thought,” Anselm reasons that God must exist. It is called “the ontological argument” for the existence of God. 
Here is, generally, how it goes:

First: The definition of God, in the mind, is: “that than which nothing greater can be conceived”. (That makes sense 
to me! God is greater than anything we can think of!)
Second: A being that exists both in the mind and in reality is greater than one that exists only in the mind.
Third: If the greatest conceivable being existed only in the mind, one could conceive of a greater being (one that 
exists in reality), resulting in a contradiction.
Fourth: Therefore, the greatest conceivable being (God) must exist in reality. 
The argument has logical fallacies, but I don’t care. I love it! Its genius, for me, actually lies in its definition of God. 
God is greater than anything we can think of. Whatever we can imagine, God is greater. The argument does not 
exactly prove the existence of God, but the argument does describe the existence of God!

Anyway, Anselm also gave us an ongoing principle for how faith and reason go together. He said, “I am not 
attempting, O Lord, to penetrate your loftiness, for I cannot begin to match my understanding with it, but I desire 
in some measure to understand your truth, which my heart believes and loves. For I do not seek to understand in 
order that I may believe, but I believe in order to understand.” Faith seeking understanding. 

Finally, Saint Anselm was a man of prayer. He was not merely obsessed with the role of reason in faith. Thus, note 
his prayer, “A Song of Anselm,” which is quite striking in its use of feminine imagery for Jesus, even back then!

A SONG OF ANSELM 

Jesus, as a mother you gather your people to you: 
you are gentle with us as a mother with her children; 
Often you weep over our sins and our pride: 
tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgement. 
You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds: 
in sickness you nurse us, 
and with pure milk you feed us. 
Jesus, by your dying we are born to new life: 
by your anguish and labour we come forth in joy. 

Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness: 
through your gentleness we find comfort in fear. 
Your warmth gives life to the dead: 
your touch makes sinners righteous. 
Lord Jesus, in your mercy heal us: 
in your love and tenderness remake us. 
In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness: 
for the beauty of heaven may your love prepare us. 

Thank you, Saint Anselm!



7:45 A.M. HOLY EUCHARIST, MIKELL CHAPEL
	 Celebrant and Preacher: The Rev. Canon Ashley Carr

8:45 A.M. AND 11:15 A.M. HOLY EUCHARIST, CATHEDRAL 
	 Celebrant: The Very Rev. Sam Candler 
	 Preacher: The Rev. Canon Ashley Carr 
	 8:45 a.m. Cathedral Singers and Cathedral Choristers: 
		  Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876), The Lord is My Shepherd
		  David Ashley White (b. 1944), Savior, like a Shepherd lead us
	 11:15 a.m. Cathedral Choir:
		  Franz Schubert (1797-1828), Psalm 23
		  John Tavener (1944-2013), The Lamb

11:15 A.M. LA SANTA EUCARISTÍA (SPANISH), MIKELL CHAPEL 
	 Officiant and Preacher: The Rev. Deacon Iñaki Guevara-Cuence

4 P.M. CHORAL EVENSONG FOR THE EVE OF THE FEAST OF ZITA OF TUSCANY, CATHEDRAL
	 Officiant and Preacher: The Rev. Canon Salmoon Bashir
	 Cathedral Schola:
		  Käthe Wright Kaufman (b. 1993), Preces & Responses
		  Herbert Howells (1892-1983), Collegium Sancti Johannis Cantabrigiense
		  Geraint Lewis (b. 1969), The souls of the righteous
		  Healey Willan (1880-1968), Rise up, my love, my fair one

8:45 A.M., 11:15 A.M. AND 4 P.M.: IN-PERSON AND ONLINE
CATHEDRALATL.ORG / THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. PHILIP APP / FACEBOOK / YOUTUBE

This SUNDAY
APRIL 26, 2026 · The Fourth Sunday of Easter, Year A

Acts 2:42-47 • Psalm 23 • 1 Peter 2:19-25 • John 10:1-10

OUTREACH

VOLUNTEER WITH LAAMISTAD
LaAmistad is in need of several volunteers to assist our young 
students in finishing the school year. This is a busy testing 
time for the children and extra tutors would be most welcome. 
Volunteer hours are Tuesday and Thursday from 2:45 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. To volunteer please contact the Rev. Deacon Juan 
Sandoval, jsandoval@cathedralATL.org or the Rev. Canon Julia 
Mitchener, julia.mitchener@cathedralATL.org.



The CATHEDRAL off ST. PHILIP
The Very Rev. Samuel G. Candler, Dean
Dale Adelmann, Ph.D., Canon for Music 

The Rev. Canon Salmoon Bashir, 
Canon for Liturgy and Ecumenism

The Rev. Canon David E. Boyd III, Canon for Pastoral Care
The Rev. Canon Ashley Carr, Canon for Parish Life

The Rev. Canon George M. Maxwell, Jr., Vicar
The Rev. Canon Julia B. Mitchener, Canon for Mission

The Rev. Deacon Linda Rosengren
The Rev. Deacon Juan Sandoval, 

Deacon for Hispanic Ministries and Pastoral Care
The Rev. Theophus “Thee” Smith, Ph.D., Priest Associate

Haven Long, Senior Warden
Mary Hall Perrin, Junior Warden
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TO SUBMIT AN ANNOUNCEMENT REQUEST:
CONTACT SARA CRAIG-GOODELL, 
SCRAIGGOODELL@CATHEDRALATL.ORG.

404-365-1000 | cathedralATL.org
pastoral care emergency line: 
404-365-1003
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SUNDAY AFTERNOON RECITALS

SEAN VOGT, ORGAN 
Luleå Uni versity of  Technolog y 

Piteå, Sweden

SUNDAY, APRIL 26— 3:15 P.M.
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE AT CATHEDRALATL.ORG/RECITALS

Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707), 
Präludium in D, BwxWV 139

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750), 
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 599

Keith Chapman (1945-1989), 
Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella

Max Drischner (1891-1971), 
Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern

J.S. Bach, Schmücke dich, 
O liebe Seele

Lynnwood Farnam (1885-1930), 
Toccata on “O filii et filiæ”

Dan Locklair (b. 1949), 
The Peace May Be Exchanged

Vincent Persichetti (1915-1987), 
Toccata: Inflame and Fire Our Hearts

une 1–5J
Vacation Bible School for children ages 3–5th grade



SPIRITUALITY
SAVE THE DATE FOR ELIZABETH OLDFIELD AT THE
17TH ANNUAL SPIRITUALITY CONFERENCE
Saturday, October 17
Elizabeth Oldfield is a writer, public speaker, and coach, 
fascinated by how we build lives and organizations which reflect 
the values of connection, clarity and courage. Her Substack 
(morefullyalive.substack.com) is a bestseller in philosophy. Her 
podcast, The Sacred, creates space for a wide range of guests 
to reflect on their deepest values. She endeavors to model 
courageous conversations across difference and contribute to 
a growth in empathy. She’s also the author of the book Fully 
Alive: Tending to the Soul in Turbulent Times (which was studied 
in Old Fashioned Sunday School last year). Through the lens of 
the seven deadly sins, she considers how we become people who 
are resilient, kind, open, generous, and brave.

The conference will be 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. at the Cathedral. We 
offer a range of price points, and your registration fee includes 
lunch. Watch for more information about the conference and 
registration over the summer. Meanwhile, mark October 17 on 
your calendar!

SACRED PAUSE:
MONDAY EVENING CENTERING PRAYER
First, Second, and Fourth Mondays of the Month
7-8 p.m., Cathedral

Be still and know that I am God. —Psalm 46:10
Silence is God’s first language; everything else is a poor 
translation. —Thomas Keating

Looking for a weekly spiritual practice? Join us Monday 
evenings from 7-8 p.m. in the St. Luke’s Chapel (Andrews 
Transept of the Cathedral) where we gather in silent 
community followed by brief readings and reflection.

Come early if you would like to learn more about the method of 
Centering Prayer, The Prayer of Consent. Facilitators, Wyman 
Davis and Sandra Carey will be available from 6:30-7 p.m. to 
answer questions and provide brief guidelines for the practice of 
Centering Prayer.

Note: We will not meet on the third Monday each month, when 
all are invited to join our monthly Labyrinth Walk and Taize’ 
Prayers instead.

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE THE SUCCESS OF  
2026 CATHEDRAL GIVING BY DESIGN
Sunday, May 3
8:45 a.m and 11:15 a.m., Cathedral
Building on the Cathedral’s strong legacy of supporting Atlanta through 
philanthropy, we’re excited to mark the tremendous success of the 2026 
Cathedral Giving By Design event. This year’s work will be highlighted 
by a special check presentation to our beneficiary, Global Village Project 
(GVP) — the only middle school in the country devoted exclusively to refugee 
girls — at worship services on Sunday, May 3, at 8:45 and 11:15 a.m.

The generosity of our parishioners, design circle members, and corporate partners has made it possible for funds from Cathedral 
Giving By Design to help Furnish the Future at GVP’s new campus opening fall 2026. These contributions will specifically provide 
essential resources for three core facilities: an auditorium, library, and cafeteria. Each space is set to foster confidence, creativity, and 
a sense of community among the students.

We extend heartfelt thanks to the dedicated 2026 Cathedral Giving By Design Committee, honorary chairs Nancy Beane, Sara 
Chapman, Cheryl Mullins, and Mary Semmes Wright, the devoted staff of the Cathedral, the outstanding team at Global Village 
Project, and all the volunteers whose efforts ensured this event’s wonderful outcome.

With preparations already underway for the 2027 Cathedral Giving By Design, we look forward to sharing more soon. We hope 
you’ll join us for what comes next!

Pam Melton and Jane Griffin, Co-Chairs

CathedralCathedral GIVING byby DESIGN



FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL OR RECOVERING:

LONG TERM PRAYERS: Randy Allen • R. Huntley Allen • Betsy Bacon • Lucy Baker • Sandra Baldwin • Benjamin Bao • Ann and Frank 
Blackistone, Jr. • Larry Boggs • Stacy Boyd • The Bryant Family • Don Cameron • The Crossley Family • Rita Daly • Jerri Darnell • 
Jean Davis • Debbie Dewees • Sharon Douglas • Lucy Draper • Janet Harrison Estes • Phoebe Forio • Brad Foresythe • Susan Gavalis • 
Jenny Ham • Heather Huber • Melanie Johnson • Bennie King • Karen Klein • Lisa Krysiak • Bonnie Lamberth • Charles Lane • Jill 
Mahaffey • Tommy Mason • Clyde May • Wynetta McNeill • Floyd McRae • Sally Menning • Glenn Miller • Susannah Morgan • 
Graham Mullin • Jim Myrick • Charlie Neal • Leo Ortiz • Lori Hegwood Owens • Marian Palmore • Patti Parker • Brenda Pruitt • 
Melonnye Puckett • Rubye Reid • Lorraine Reynolds • Barbara Rice • Lisa Rowe • Lisa Staats • Louis “Skip” Schueddig • Roberta 
Shields • Bronnie Smith • Fair Sutherlin • Richard Swanson • Martin Tilson, Jr. • Tommy Truesdale • Art Vinson • Jim Wilson 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Josephine Rose Adams • Frank Armstrong • Savannah Biven • Marianna Bortner • Jason Brady • Trip Bray • 
Dennis and Robin Bridges • Saint Legend Brown • Beverly Brownlee • Geneveive Brownlee • Anne Bumbak • Memory Calame • 
Lila Jo Callaway • Anna Clifford • Andrea Cody • Sally Coleman • Beatrice “Bea” Comstock • Linda Connelly • Inaam Copty • Ellen 
Cordova • Ava Corroon • John M. DeBorde IV • Henry “Hank” Diversi • Marty Dunn • Nancy Ehringer • Mary Kent Ellis • Marilyn 
Epstein • Martha Flory • Pete Fonash • JT Foster • Kyle Garcia • Shannon Garcia • Laura Gardner • Ann George • Emily Giesen • Alexis 
Grace • Nikki Greenaway • Thomas E. Glynn • Ted Hackett • Nicholas Hadden • Harold Ham • McKee Hamilton • Josh Hargraves • 
Shirley Helmke • Keith Hinze • Lisa Hoybach • Jane Hunnicutt • Cherish Huntley • Wayne Huerth • Beth Ingle • William Irwin • 
Richard Jacobson • Dilini Jayawardena • Rhett Jayne • Farley Jenkins, Sr. • Margaret Maples Jones • Delores and Lee Josephs • Patricia 
Kasm • Christopher Keltz • Mary Weston Klein • Gary Laney • Doris Little • Pete Livezey • Henry Long • Lauren Makhlouf • Dawn 
and David Mayers • Stephen McCain • Hailey McKeefry • Iris Miller • Jon Moravec • Tom Morphis • Larry Mortimer • Tom Myer • 
Augusta Horsey Nash • Fred Neuschel • Linus Nickel • Ramona O’Neill • Jeff Pace • Alfredo Paniagua • Stephen Pararo • Anna Lilia 
Diaz Parra • Ann Pasky • Kari Pekar • Jacqulin Bennett Phillips • Kevin Race • Lisa Randall • Paul Reeves • Hugh Ripps • Charlie 
Roberts • Mr. and Mrs. William Rowe • Einar Sagstuen • Don Saliers • Patricia Schooley • Lelia Sinclair • Alice Smith-Mather • 
Michael and Kathryn Snider • Laura Snyder • Becky Spotts • Doug Stapp • Kimberly Still • Izzy Straus • Dan Sullivan • Jan Swanson • 
Ted Tarantino • Pierson Thames • Cliff Thompson • Charles Vaughan • Angel Vega • Leopoldo Velita • Pat Volpicella • Dan Walls • 
Ron Winston • Caroline Davis Wish • Cutler Woodfin • Sylvia Wright • Gordy Grayson Wyatt • Hollis Youngner

PRAYER ListList

KANUGA PARISH RETREAT
May 22-24, Hendersonville, North Carolina

Parishioners of all ages are invited to a joyful weekend away at Kanuga, 
a beautiful Episcopal camp and conference center in Hendersonville, 
NC. (Kanuga means “gathering place.”) 

Spend your days as you like: relax by the lake; go canoeing, swimming, 
fishing, or hiking; join in games like mahjong or pickleball; or take 
part in engaging programs for adults and fun activities for children 
and youth. Evenings bring campfires, worship, and plenty of time to 
connect with one another. 

Stay in cozy cabins (perfect for sharing with another family) or enjoy 
the comfort of the hotel-style inn. All meals are provided, with drinks 
and snacks served each evening. Come for rest, fun, and community—
you won’t want to miss it. Register at cathedralATL.org/kanuga.



As part of Skin Cancer Awareness month, visit the Cathedral 
Farmers Market on May 2 from 8:30 a.m – 12 p.m. for an 

opportunity to receive a free skin cancer screening for a volunteer 
group of board-certified dermatologists. Come get screened 
and learn more about how to protect your skin. Mark you 
calendar today! No insurance or pre-registration needed.

STEWARDSHIP

WHY I GIVE
by parishioner Seashols Starks

Over the years, the reasons 
behind and the ways in which 
I give — whether it is my time, 
talent, or money — have grown 
and changed alongside my spiritual journey. When I first 
came to the Cathedral, I approached with a spirit of openness 
and keen anticipation for each week’s sermon. My initial 
contributions were focused on offering my time and energy, 
welcoming newcomers into our community, and then heading 
up the welcoming committee for one Sunday each month. 
As my involvement deepened, I took on new roles, including 
convening a Foyers group and participating in the Cathedral 
Antiques Show. Each step forward allowed me to connect more 
deeply with the Cathedral and parishioners. 

When the invitation to pledge came, I started with a modest 
contribution. As my faith grew stronger, my giving increased 
accordingly. Both God and St. Philip’s have been steadfast 
presences throughout the seasons of my life, supporting me 
during joyful moments, times of illness, and while mourning 
the loss of my parents, my brother, and other loved ones. 

Last year was filled with challenges, yet I continue to see 
the many blessings in my life. As fall and the end of 2025 
approached, the word “gratitude” resonated within me. I began 
to ask myself: How can I share my thankfulness more fully? In 
what ways do I hope to increase my giving to both God and to 
St. Philip’s? So, when the opportunity arises, I encourage you to 
pray and then consider increasing your commitment even more. 
If not today, then when? 

THE CATHEDRAL WELCOMES THE ST. JOHN’S BIBLE!
Saturday, May 16
Gould Room, 12:30 p.m.
The Cathedral was recently gifted The Saint John’s Bible Heritage 
Edition, a hand-written, hand-illuminated Bible encompassing 
seven volumes. Please join us on Saturday, May 16 as Director 
Brad Neary of The Saint John’s Bible Heritage Program will 
be walking us through the Bible. Anyone who is interested 
in learning more about this beautiful work of scripture and 
sacred art — especially anyone who may be interested in playing 
a docent role for the St. Philip community and beyond — is 
encouraged to gather with Brad for an insightful and enjoyable 
experience. 

The afternoon will begin with lunch in the Gould Room at 
12:30. Following lunch, Brad will lead the group through a 
3-hour session that has been designed to provide participants 
with a wealth of information and insights about both the 
original The Saint John’s Bible manuscript and the full-sized, fine 
art printed Heritage Edition (limited to only 299). There will be 
time dedicated to answering all participants’ questions as well 
as a page-by-page “tour” of the Gospels & Acts volume during 
which Brad will share stories of how countless others have 
experienced this Bible.

Free Skin Cancer Screening May 2

Cathedral Farmers Market: Saturdays 8:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. 



HOSPITALITY DRIVE FOR CHURCH OF THE COMMON GROUND

Church of the Common Ground (CCG) is a ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta that serves as a “church without 
walls” at 1 p.m. on Sundays, and 10 a.m. on Mondays and Wednesdays at Woodruff Park located in downtown Atlanta. The 
congregation at CCG welcomes any and all neighbors to worship with them, many of whom don’t often feel they belong at 
other services. At every service, Church of the Common Ground provides coffee to their parishioners to foster a sense of 
fellowship and community as part of their sacred ministry.

The Cathedral is joining their coffee drive to help them continue this tradition of hospitality. The next time you are grocery 
shopping, please consider buying an extra canister of coffee, creamer, or bag of sugar to donate to Church of the Common 
Ground, then drop it off at the Cathedral on Sundays, through May 3 in the bin in the Atrium. CCG has offered the following 
as guidance for what to purchase:

Coffee: A 26 oz. canister of coffee is a good size for our ministry. Our 
community prefers a strong, robust flavor! Creamer: Two 56 oz. canisters 
provide enough creamer for one week of ministry. We prefer canisters of 
powdered creamer over individual creamer pods. Sugar: We use 6 lbs. of sugar 
each week, but the joy on our parishioners faces is worth it. Please limit size of 
bags donated to 10 lbs. max.

THIS SUNDAY, APRIL 26
Dean’s Forum: Cathedral Endowment Funds 
10:10 a.m., Child Hall
Please join us this Sunday, April 26 to hear from Scott Rhodes, 
Chair of the Endowment Board of Trustees, Ray Hill, Member 
of the Cathedral Towers Fund Committee, and Joe Iarocci, 
Chair of the Hellen Plummer Fund. They will be discussing 
the endowed funds of the Cathedral and how they are used 
for operational support, capital expenditures, and mission and 
outreach projects. 

Living Faith 
10:10 a.m., Room 239
How did a tiny Protestant village in southern France save 
thousands of Jewish adults and children from death during 
WWII while neighboring towns went on with business as 
usual? What was it that gave the residents of this community 
the faith and the courage to do the incredibly hard thing while 
thinking of their actions as “nothing special”? Join Living 
Faith as we discuss Philip Hallie’s beautiful book Lest Innocent 
Blood be Shed: The Story of Le Chambon and How Goodness 
Happened There. Complementing our discussions will be clips 
from the film Weapons of the Spirit and reflections on what 
“ordinary” actions our faith might inspire us to take. For more 
information, please contact the Rev. Canon Julia Mitchener, 
julia.mitchener@cathedralatl.org.

Young Professionals Formation Hour
10:10 a.m., Room 368
Join the Young Professionals and Canon Salmoon Bashir on 
Sunday morning as we explore the many opportunities to serve, 
connect, and get involved with the community at the Cathedral 
of St. Philip.

Godly Play Parents
10:10 a.m., Room 316
Join fellow Godly Play parents and Deacon Linda Rosengren 
weekly for fellowship and conversation as we explore how we 
might engage in the stories and lesson of the Bible alongside our 
children. Contact Lynn Wilmoth, lwilmoth@cathedralATL.org, 
for more information.

Enjoy Biblical Greek! 
1:15 p.m., Room 239 and on Zoom

This newcomer-friendly class is open to beginners, while 
including long-term members who enjoy exchanging tips, best 
learning practices, and coaching points on how to translate the 
Greek New Testament. Please contact the Rev. Dr. Thee Smith, 
tsmith@cathedralATL.org, for more information.

ADULT EducationEducation
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POSTMASTER: Dated Material. Please deliver by April 25, 2026

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
Mikell Chapel

8:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
Cathedral

10:10 a.m. The Dean’s Forum:  
Cathedral Endowment Funds 

 Child Hall

10:10 a.m. Living Faith 
 Child Hall

10:10 a.m. YP Sunday School 
Room 120

10:10 a.m. Godly Play Parents 
Room 368

10:10 a.m. Youth Sunday School 
Room 382

10:10 a.m. Godly Play 
3rd Floor above the Atrium

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
Cathedral

11:15 a.m. La Santa Eucaristía 
Mikell Chapel

1:15 p.m. Enjoy Biblical Greek! 
Room 239 and online

3:15 p.m. Sunday Afternoon Recital: 
Sean Vogt 
Cathedral

4 p.m. Choral Evensong 
Cathedral 

6 p.m. EYC for Middle and High School 
Room 382

This Sunday at a Glance


