
1

The Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ: Year A

5 February 2023     4:00 P.M.
Choral Eucharist

The Reverend Canon George M. Maxwell, Jr., Celebrant & Preacher
The Cathedral Schola

We welcome you to this celebration of the Feast of the Presentation. Also called Candlemas, this celebration in the church year 
marks Jesus’ presentation in the temple by his parents, forty days after his birth according to Jewish law, recounted in the Gospel 
of Luke. We begin by lighting candles and joining a procession into the darkened church. This reminds us of the manifestation 
of hope we are promised through the light of Jesus Christ that we celebrate throughout the season of Epiphany.  

All gather in the Court of Gratitude.
The Greeting

Celebrant Dear people of God, forty days ago we celebrated the joyful feast of the incarnation of Jesus. 
Today we recall the day on which he was presented in the temple, fulfilling the law of Moses. Led by the 
Spirit, Simeon and Anna came to the temple, recognized the child as the Christ, and proclaimed him with 
joy. United by the same Spirit, we now enter the house of God, where we shall recognize Christ in the 
breaking of bread.

Let us pray. O eternal God, who have created all things; on this day you fulfilled the petitions of the just 
Simeon: we humbly ask you to bless and sanctify these candles for our use. Graciously hear our prayers 
and be merciful to us, whom you have redeemed by your Son, who is the light of the world, and who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.
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Candles are lit as the choir sings the
The Nunc dimittis music: Thomas Tallis (1505-1585), Short Service
 words: Song of Simeon, Luke 2:29-32; & Gloria Patri

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word; for mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, to be a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Celebrant then says the following prayer
Let us pray.

God our Father, source of all light, today you revealed to the aged Simeon your light which enlightens 
the nations. Fill our hearts with the light of faith, that we who bear these candles may walk in the 
path of goodness, and come to the Light that shines for ever, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Procession

Following behind the choir and clergy, all join the Procession and take seats in the Cathedral while singing the Processional 
Hymn.
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All sing.
The Processional: Hymn 496    music: Wie schön leuchtet, melody att. Philipp Nicolai (1556–1608); 
 harm. Johann Herman Schein (1586–1630)
 words: William Mercer (1811–1873); after Philipp Nicolai (1556–1608)

Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, you have made this day holy by the presentation of your Son in the Temple, and by the 
purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary: Mercifully grant that we, who delight in her humble readiness 
to be the birth-giver of the Only-begotten, may rejoice for ever in our adoption as his sisters and 
brothers; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Gloria in excelsis setting: William Byrd (c. 1540-1623), Mass for Four Voices

Gloria in excelsis Deo,
Et in terra pax
hominibus bonae voluntatis.
Laudamus te. Benedicimus te.
Adoramus te. Glorificamus te.
Gratias agimus tibi
propter magnam gloriam tuam.
Domine Deus, Rex coelestis,
Deus Pater omnipotens.
Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe.
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei,
Filius Patris.
Qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.
Qui tollis peccata mundi,
suscipe deprecationem nostram.
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,
miserere nobis.
Quoniam to solus sanctus.
Tu solus Dominus.
Tu solus Altissimus, Jesu Christe,
cum Sancto Spiritu
in gloria Dei Patris. Amen.

Glory be to God on high,
and in earth peace,
good will towards men. [humankind]
We praise thee, we bless thee,
we worship thee, we glorify thee,
we give thanks to thee
for thy great glory,
O Lord God, heavenly King,
God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father,
Thou that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us.
For thou only art holy;
thou only art the Lord;
thou only, O Christ,
with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect for the Day: The Presentation 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was this day presented 
in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lesson  Malachi 3:1-4 

Lector A Reading from The Book of Malachi.

Thus says the Lord, See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, 
and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he 
will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings 
to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the 
Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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The Gradual: Psalm 84 Anglican chant: Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918)
 BCP, p. 707

  1  How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! *
  My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord;
  my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

  2  The sparrow has found her a house
 and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
  by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts,
  my King and my God. 

  3  Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
  they will always be praising you. 

  4  Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
  whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 

  5  Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, *
  for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

  6  They will climb from height to height, *
  and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

  7  Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
  hearken, O God of Jacob. 

  8  Behold our defender, O God; *
  and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

  9  For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, *
  and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God
  than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

10  For the Lord God is both sun and shield; *
  he will give grace and glory; 

11  No good thing will the Lord withhold *
  from those who walk with integrity. 

12  O Lord of hosts, *
  happy are they who put their trust in you! 
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All sing.
The Sequence: Hymn 259 music: Old 120th, melody from The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1570; 
 harm. Thomas Ravenscroft (1592?-1635?), after Richard Allison (16th cent.); adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
 words: John Ellerton (1826-1893), alt.
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The Holy Gospel Luke 2:22-40
All remain standing.
Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Choir, then All 
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Gospel Responses (St. Paul's, London)
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When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, Jesus’ parents brought him 
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn 
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is 
stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided 
by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do 
for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,

“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
 according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed-- and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 
age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of 
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 
At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor 
of God was upon him.

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord.
Choir, then All 
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The Sermon Canon Maxwell

The Nicene Creed

Celebrant With Christians across time and around the world, we say together the Nicene Creed.

All We believe in one God,
 the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all that is, seen and unseen.

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
 the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God,
 begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father.
 Through him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation
 he came down from heaven:
 by the power of the Holy Spirit
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
 and was made man.
	 For	our	sake	he	was	crucified	under	Pontius	Pilate;
 he suffered death and was buried.
 On the third day he rose again
	 in	accordance	with	the	Scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
 and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father.
	 With	the	Father	and	the	Son	he	is	worshiped	and	glorified.
 He has spoken through the Prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People

Celebrant Let us stand or kneel to pray.

 God of faithfulness and compassion, we offer the concerns of our lives and the world 
 as we pray, “God of grace; hear our prayer.”

Intercessor We pray for God’s people throughout the world.  

 In the Anglican Communion of Churches, we pray for Justin, the Archbishop of  
 Canterbury, and for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea;
 In the Episcopal Church, we pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; and for Robert, our Bishop;  
 In this Cathedral parish, we pray for our ministry of the day: 
 The Cathedral Scout Troop. 

  God of grace, 
All Hear our prayer.

Intercessor We pray for peace, for goodwill among nations, and for the well-being of all people. 
 We pray for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.

 God of grace,
All Hear our prayer.

Intercessor We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world. 
 We pray for Joe, our President; for the Congress and the Courts; 
 for Brian, our Governor; and for Andre, our Mayor. 

 God of grace,
All Hear our prayer.

Intercessor  Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and  
 hope in their troubles; and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

 We pray for all those on our prayer list and for those with new or immediate concerns:  
 Jerad Davis, Caroline Hooper, Tom Jones, Scarlett Reece, Gail Morgan Timmis 

 Let us pray, either silently or aloud, for our own needs and those of others. 

 God of grace,
All Hear our prayer.

Intercessor We commend to your mercy all who have died: Mary Catherine Ogilvie, Betty Webster

 We pray for Orlan Roger Swennes, in whose memory today’s altar flowers are given.

 God of grace,
All Hear our prayer.

Celebrant  Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the 
prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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The Confession
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

All Most merciful God,
 we confess that we have sinned against you
 in thought, word, and deed,
 by what we have done,
 and by what we have left undone.
	 We	have	not	loved	you	with	our	whole	heart;
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
	 have	mercy	on	us	and	forgive	us;
 that we may delight in your will,
 and walk in your ways,
 to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
All stand. The Celebrant says
 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All And also with you.
All greet one another in the name of the Lord.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
The offering today, the first Sunday of the month, is designated for the Discretionary Fund for the Needy.

The Offertory

Offertory Anthem  music: Johannes Eccard (1553-1611), When to the Temple Mary Went
 words: German hymn “Maria wallt zum Heilig,” transl. John Troutbeck (1832-1899)

When to the Temple Mary went,
And brought the Holy Child,
Him did the aged Simeon see,
As it had been revealed.
He took up Jesus in his arms
And, blessing God, he said:
In peace I now depart, my Saviour having seen,
The Hope of Israel, the Light of men.

Help now Thy servants, gracious Lord,
That we may ever be,
As once the faithful Simeon was,
Rejoicing but in Thee;
And when we must from Earth departure take,
May gently fall asleep, and with Thee wake.
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All sing.
The Presentation: Hymn 517 music: Brother Jame’s Air, J. L. Mcbeth Bain (1840?–1925)
 words: Para. of Psalm 84; st. 1–2, The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, alt.; st. 3–4, Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944)
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The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer B, BCP, p. 367
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to 
give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Sanctus setting: William Byrd (c. 1540-1623), Mass for Four Voices

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus,
Dominus Deus Sabaoth.
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Holy, holy, holy,
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

All stand or kneel.

Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out 
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

All We remember his death,
 We proclaim his resurrection,

	 We	await	his	coming	in	glory;
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Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. 
Hosanna in excelsis.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

The Communion 
All may receive the consecrated bread and wine of the Eucharist. You may receive at the altar or at floor-level stations. 
Stand or kneel and receive the bread (a wafer) in the palm of your hand. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
Receive the wine either by drinking from the cup (guiding it to your lips) or by touching the wafer lightly to the wine. 
If you desire to receive a blessing, cross your arms across your chest.

Communion Anthem: Agnus Dei setting: William Byrd (c. 1540-1623), Mass for Four Voices

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi:
Miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi:
Miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi:
dona nobis pacem.

Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.

Celebrant And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting 
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament 
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that 
we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all 
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, 
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done,
 on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

 as we forgive those
 who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
 and the power, and the glory,
 for ever and ever. Amen.

Fraction Anthem music: William Byrd (c. 1540-1623), Mass for Four Voices
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The Postcommunion Prayer
Celebrant Let us pray.
All Almighty and everliving God,
 we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
 of the most precious Body and Blood
	 of	your	Son	our	Savior	Jesus	Christ;
 and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
 that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
 and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
 And now, Father, send us out
 to do the work you have given us to do,
 to love and serve you
 as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
 To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
 be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

All sing
The Postcommunion Hymn: 277 music: Raquel, Skinner Chaves-Mélo (1944-1992)
 words: Roland Ford Palmer (1891-1985)

Sing	of	Mary,	pure	and	lowly,	virgin-mother	undefiled;
sing of God’s own Son most holy, who became her little child.
Fairest child of fairest mother, God the Lord who came to earth,
Word	made	flesh,	our	very	brother,	takes	our	nature	by	his	birth.

Sing of Jesus, son of Mary, in the home at Nazareth,
toil and labor cannot weary love enduring unto death.
Constant was the love he gave her, though he went forth from her side,
forth to preach, and heal, and suffer, till on Calvary he died.

Glory	be	to	God	the	Father;	glory	be	to	God	the	Son;
glory	be	to	God	the	Spirit;	glory	to	the	Three	in	One.
From the heart of blessed Mary, from all saints the song ascends,
and the Church the strain reechoes unto earth’s remotest ends.

The Blessing

The Psalm in Procession 150 Anglican chant: George S. Talbot (1875-1918)
 BCP, p. 807

Hallelujah! Praise God in his holy temple; praise him in the firmament of his power. Praise him for his 
mighty acts; praise him for his excellent greatness. Praise him with the blast of the ram’s-horn; praise 
him with lyre and harp. Praise him with timbrel and dance; praise him with strings and pipe. Praise him 
with resounding cymbals; praise him with loud-clanging cymbals. Let everything that has breath praise 
the Lord. Hallelujah! Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Dismissal
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
All Thanks be to God.

Voluntary
Fantasia in C Major William Byrd (1543-1623
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All music is reprinted by permission under www.OneLicense.net (license number A-717455). 
Hymn 277 words used by permission of the Rev. Roland F. Palmer; music © 1985 Skinner Chavez-Mélo.

Hymn 517 words stz. 3-4 © 1982 Carl P. Daw Jr.; music by permission of Oxford University Press.
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